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The Legality of the Regulations of Colleges and Universities:
A Rule-of-Law Perspective

TANG Yun

(School of Law, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract; Governing the school by law is the embodiment of the concept of rule of law. With the popu-
larization of rule of law in China. the regulations of institutions of higher learning have become in-
creasingly important. At present, there exist such problems with the regulations of China’s colleges
and universities as unclearness of the developing body. lack of standardization in the establishing pro-
cedure and unreasonable content of the regulations. The causes of these problems mainly lie in the
current administrative system which was born out of the traditional system. There is conflict betweer.
“the autonomy of colleges and universities” and “the law retainment principle” and there is no clear—
cut stipulation in law about the formulation and the enforcement of the regulations. Therefore, being
adapted to the development of the rule of law in China and effectively improving the legality of the
making and implementing of rules and regulations are the difficulty to overcome on the way to the le-
galization of higher education. To solve these problems, we must start from the concepts and proce-
dures.

Key words: college and university; regulation: legality; school governance according to law
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